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Dear brothers and sisters of the dio-
cese,

I have just returned from an inter-
national meeting of Oblate bishops
which has left a deep impression on me
and which I would like to share with
you with great gratitude. For several
days, bishops from :
Asia, Africa, South
America, Australia,
Ukraine and Canada
gathered to pray to-
gether, reflect on our
mission and discuss
the realities experi-
enced in our respect-
ive dioceses. This
meeting was truly in-
spiring,

I was deeply moved by the testi-
monies I heard. Some of my fellow
bishops carry out their ministry in re-
gions marked by war, poverty, popu-
lation displacement or even severe
social and religious tensions. Despite
these immense challenges, their hope
remains alive and their missionary
commitment impressive. They continue
to proclaim the Gospel with courage,
closeness and simplicity. Their stories
reminded me of just how universal the
Church is and how our faith unites us
across borders, languages and cultures.

During this meeting, I had the oppoz-
tunity to give a talk on the challenges
of mission in modern, largely secular-
ised societies such as our own. I shared
some of the realities we face at home,
notably the search for meaning among
many people, the desire for spiritual
authenticity, but also the difficulties
linked to religious indifference and the
loss of community values. The dis-
cussions that followed were rich and
fraternal. Several bishops acknowl-
edged that they, each in their own way,
face similar challenges.

One of the most moving moments of
this pilgrimage was undoubtedly the

celebration of the Eucharist in the very
chapel where Saint Eugene de Maze-
nod, founder of the Oblates, was ot-
dained a bishop in 1832. Praying in this
place steeped in history and missionary
tervour was a special grace for me.
There I felt a deep sense of com-
munion with our
Oblate family and
with all those who,
for nearly two cen-
turies, have dedi-
cated their lives to
proclaiming the
Gospel.

We also attended
Pope Leo’s general
audience. I had the

i joy of being able to
shake his hand personally. It was a
simple yet deeply moving moment that
will remain etched in my memory.

I also carry with me the memory of
many moments of fellowship experi-
enced during this gathering, Beyond
the conferences and celebrations, the
shared meals, conversations and times
of prayer allowed us to better under-
stand the joys and sufferings of the
people we serve. I was particularly im-
pressed by the missionary creativity of
several dioceses, often with very few
material resources. This experience re-
minded me that the Church’s mission
does not depend primarily on our re-
sources, but on our ability to listen, to
accompany and to bear humble witness
to the presence of Christ in today’s
world. I give thanks to the Lord for
this experience, which has deeply
strengthened my pastoral hope.

I return from this personal pilgrimage
very happy, encouraged in my ministry
and filled with hope for the mission
that brings us together here, in our dio-
cese. Thank you for your faithful
prayers. I assure you of mine.



